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C H R I S T  L U T H E R A N
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invites our neighbors to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus with us

December 24 — 5:00pm
  Festival Service with Holy Communion

December 24 — 10:30pm
Festival Service with Holy Communion



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2
Pastor Kent's Sabbath

Choir Rehearsal (CH)
4:00pm

3
Pastor's Bible Study
(River Edge) 10:00am 

5 6 7
Crochet and Knitting Group
(OB) 10:00am 

1413

20

9
Pastor Kent's Sabbath

Choir Rehearsal (CH)
4:00pm

Endowment Meeting (OB)
7:30pm

Council Meeting (OB)
8:00pm

Chapel News deadline

12

16 17
Pastor's Bible Study
(River Edge) 10:00am 

18 19 21
First Day of Winter
Crochet and Knitting Group
(OB) 10:00am 

22
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship Service (CH)
10:30am
Christmas Pageant 
Korean Cong. Worship (CH)
1:00pm

23
Pastor Kent's Sabbath

Choir Rehearsal (CH)
4:00pm

24
Christmas Eve

Festival Service 
with Holy Communion
(CH) 5:00pm

Festival Service with 
Holy Communion (CH) 
10:30pm

25 27 28

10
Pastor's Bible Study
(River Edge) 10:00am 

Pastor Kent's Sabbath

Martha Circle Christmas
Luncheon (FR)
11:30am

Choir Rehearsal (CH)
4:00pm

Gathering Meeting
(Morristown) 7:30pm 

4
Worship Service at 
Dell Ridge Nursing Home 
1:30 pm

11

 (CH) Church
(FH) Fellowship Hall
(FR) Family Room
(OB) Office Building
(PA) Parsonage

30
Pastor Kent's Sabbath

31
New Year’s Eve

Third Sunday in Advent
Family Worship Service
and Sunday School (CH)
9:00am
Worship Service (CH)
10:30am
Korean Cong. Worship (CH)
1:00pm

29

Scout Committee Meeting
(East Brook) 7:30pm 

26

8
Second Sunday in Advent
Family Worship Service
and Sunday School (CH)
9:00am
Worship Service (CH)
10:30am
Korean Cong. Worship (CH)
1:00pm

First Sunday of Christmas
Worship Service (CH)
10:30am
Singing of Christmas
Carols
Korean Cong. Worship (CH)
1:00pm

15

1
First Sunday in Advent

Youth Sunday Service
Worship Service (CH)
10:30am
Following: Blessing the
nativity figures and
Advent Luncheon
Korean Cong. Worship (CH)
1:00pm

Sun.
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Congregational
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Sunday, January 26
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Monday through Friday – 9:00am to 12 Noon
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The Advent season is just around the corner, and it's time to remember those who
are not as fortunate as we are. This year our gift giving will benefit children in 
Bergen County who come from single parent households, as well as children who are
registered with DYFS, all of whom have very little prospects for a "merry" Christmas.
This year our Christmas tree will be laden with ornaments containing the names of
the children our congregation has “adopted,” as well as items they have on their
wish lists. We will have two weeks to purchase the gifts and return them. The tree
and ornaments will also be available during our Advent program right after the 10:30
service on December 1st for all who wish to adopt a special child this holiday 
season. Let’s not disappoint these children.

“For Unto Us a Child is Born!”  Isaiah 9:6
New Life. One way to describe the Word of God revealed in scripture is to say 
that God brings New Life. That New Life is received in Baptism and renewed 

in us daily as we remember that blessing and live in God’s grace.
And that Word came to us in Jesus, New Life in the person who was God 

among us.  And that New Life is our salvation and our hope.
May God, in this season of hope, bring you the blessing that is in Christ Jesus, 

that you may have New Life, and have it abundantly.
We wish you all the joy that is Christmas.

Pastor Kent, Peggy, Vicki and BJ

Christmas Greetings from 
Pastor Kent and his family

All Wrapped Up for Christmas
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

In the Parsonage is a room that we call the “Pink Room.” It is, appropriately enough, painted pink. We did not paint it that
color. It was pink when we moved in. I remember Barbara Frielink assuring us that the church would be glad to paint it
any color we wanted. We left it as it was.

The Pink Room is the smallest of the rooms on the second floor. We have used it as a TV room and, on occasion, as an
office. There are lots of bookcases filled with books and photo albums and video tapes and stuff. But most important,
that is where we put our recliner.  

This recliner is a very comfortable chair. It reclines, of course, and the foot rest lifts up at just the right angle. I have
napped in it on Sunday afternoons, with the NFL game still going on the TV. We have even slept in it overnight when one
of us had a cold and needed a place to go to keep from waking the other up with our coughing. It is that comfortable.

It was a particularly comfortable place while I was recovering from surgery. The reclining chair put me at just the right
angle to take some pressure off the incision. I had a tray table on the right with tissues and a glass of juice and the TV
controllers and a bottle of Advil. On the left was the end table with a lamp and the phone and a pile of magazines and
books. Everything was right at hand. It became a retreat where I could find comfort. It was a place of rest and renewal. It
was a refuge from the discomfort and a place of healing.

In some ways, I think of Christmas as our “Pink Room.” In the face of the troubles and trials of our world, God comes to
be with us. God holds us in God’s hands and comforts us with the promise of the Christ Child. God provides all we need
for comfort, rest and renewal. Christmas comes into our chaos and gives us a place of refuge and healing.

Too often we make of Christmas a time of stress as we rush around with shopping and decorating and all the busyness
of the season. We get caught up in the demands we put on ourselves and miss the call of God to rest in God’s arms and
receive the blessing of peace and renewal.  

May you find your “Pink Room” this Christmas. May God’s promise come to you in a powerful way and bring you healing
and comfort. May this blessed season bring you the healing you need to be God’s people in the world. May you find
hope, reclining in the arms of God.

in Christ,

Pastor Kent
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And Jacob struggled with God.

Have you ever struggled with God? I sure have.
Sometimes it is over something very silly, like 
having a second piece of cake.  Yeah – that silly.

See, sometimes I have desert and then I want
another piece of cake. But I know that is not good
for me. I struggle with my weight and that extra
piece of cake is something I do not need. It is
something that can actually harm me. It can be
unhealthy.

And God cares for me and wants me to enjoy good
health, so when I want to have that second piece
of cake, I struggle with God. I struggle with what I
want against what God wants for me.

Now that example might be silly stuff, but it is still
a struggle with God. It is a struggle of wills; my will
against God’s will.

But sometimes the struggle is over something
much more important. Are there some people who
do things you don’t like? I know that is sometimes
true for me. Some of our elected officials in
Washington are on that list right now. But I find
that sometimes I want to move some people from
my list of people who do things I don’t like to the
list of people I don’t like and then on to the list of
people I hate. I hate what they do and then I find I
really want to hate them.

But God doesn’t want me to hate them. God wants
me to love them as God loves all people. Now that
does not mean that God wants me to accept what
they do as OK, especially when what they do hurts
someone else, but hate is a whole other thing.

So sometimes I really do want to hate them but I
know God does not want me to, and so I struggle
with God.

Sometimes my struggle with God is about some-
thing I don’t want to do. God tells us to care for
one another and to help those in need but some-
times I just don’t want to do that. Sometimes I
don’t want to go out of my way to be a good
neighbor; to make sure my neighbor has enough
food or shelter. Sometimes doing what God wants
means giving up something that I have, or taking
some time out of what I want do to, or going
someplace I don’t want to go and sometimes I just
don’t want to do it.

But God wants me to. God wants me to care for
my neighbor, to give them the shirt off my back, to
go the extra mile. We know that is what God calls
us to do but sometimes it seems just too much
and so we struggle with God.

Now, as I have grown in faith I have found that the
best thing to do when I find I am struggling with
God, is to stop struggling. Experience has told me
that we are not going to win, or at least we will not
be happy or content if we do win. God knows what
is best for us. God knows what will satisfy our
souls. God knows what will give us rest and peace.
And, most importantly, God will never give up on
us.  God will not walk away and let us hurt our-
selves. The only way to end the struggle is to
receive God and God’s will for us and then hold on
for dear life. 

There is where we find fulfillment, holding on to
God and God’s promise and God’s grace and God’s
faithfulness. The only thong to do is to hold on to
God and refuse to let God go; to hold on to God
and be willing to be changed and molded, in the
hands of God.

Judith Spint was on the Synod staff here in NJ up
until a few months ago when she moved on to
Texas. She once told a story of worshiping in a
Lutheran Church in the Virgin Islands. There was
one woman in the congregation who prayed with
her arms in the air and her hands formed into tight
fists. It was a somewhat charismatic congregation
and raising arms in prayer was not unusual, but
most of the others had their hands wide open.

So Judith asked this woman about why she did it
that way – why were her hands tightly closed up?

The woman said ‘when I pray, I’m just hanging on.
I’m holding on to the promise of God!’

It is there, holding on to the promise, that we
receive God’s blessing, the peace of God that
comes from a life lived in God’s will. God comes to
us, and in the encounter with God, we receive
God’s blessing. It is that important. It is our prom-
ise. It is our future. It is our hope.

We are called to be strong - strong enough to
struggle with God, to let God come and hold us and
to wrestle with our desire and our fear. And God
calls us to be strong enough to hold on to God: to
hold on to the promise, to hold on for dear life! For

Pastor Kent’s Sermon October 20, 2013 

Helen Abt, Bob & Elaine
Bamford, Colleen Bartlett,
Mark Bippes, Tia Brooks,

Flannery Brown, Kevin Carew,
Kathey Chalmers, Barbara
Dunlop, Raquel Eljaiek, Gerta
Ellison, Linda Evans, Christine
Fischetti, Al Frielink, John

Frielink, Gloria Galifione, Erin
Geerlof, Stephen Gerhardt,
Frank Granuzzo, Christyl
Hesse, Nasch Heston,

Meredith Kawer, Peter Kelly,
Terry Klotz, the Koziel Family,
Jennifer Kruk, Walter Kruk,

Tom Lanese, Len
Lewandowski, Adam

Lupinski, Marie Lupinski,
Barbara Marchesani, Joseph
Marone, Valerie Martin, Linda
Morton, Ann Muccio, Emma
and Richard Murphy, Cindy
O’Donnell, Cheryl Paradiso,

Tony Paradiso, Don
Porterfield, Raymond Potts,

Jessy Rajavelu, Paul Rajavelu,
Joan Rogers, Vivian Rolaf,
Maria Massel Rosato, Marie

Santhouse, Margaret
Scarcella, Helene Schaefer,

John Schmidt, Cathy
Schramm, Gerd Schubert,
Joan Sroka, Joan Staats, the
Stanislaski Family, Ron
Svarney, Ginny and Keith
Taylor, Betty Tuthill, Pearl
VanDam, Corinna Walsh,

Ludwig Weishaupt, Sue Barry
Wellington, Matt Wells,

Edward and Angelica Mendez
Wiskidensky, Helen Wisneski,
Eleanor Witte, Dee Ann Wood,

Bill Zeman, and Pat
Zimmerman

And those serving 
in the military;

Sarah Brister, Kyle Clements,
Lee Diaz, Ralph Fiorelli, Brian
Fleming, Greg Flintall, Mike
Lehmke, Robert Mueller, and

Eric Wester
And those who can’t
always be with us;
Eleanora Frankle and 

Bill Tiedemann
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as we hold on to God, we receive God’s blessing, hold on and pray and do not lose hope. 

When we struggle with God, we encounter God face to face. We struggle with our desires and learn to
receive God’s will for us and to leave the encounter changed and strong in faith.

Amen.

Pastor Kent’s Sermon Continued

Joan Rogers
November 2

Ingrid Gsellmeier
November 3

Carol DeMott
November 8

Krista Fuchs
November 8

Regissa Larkin
November 11

Peter Claehsen
November 13

Ralph Braun
November 19

Karen Michael
November 22

Kurt Rogers
November 26

Joan Sroka
November 28

Taylor Fuchs
November 29

Helene Schaefer
November 29

Each Christmas, a family
celebrated by holding a
birthday party for Jesus. To
remind themselves of Jesus’

presence, they placed a chair
of honor for him at their dinner table.

The highlight of the party was singing, “Happy

Birthday” to Jesus and then blowing out the 
candles on a special cake.

One Christmas, a visitor asked the family’s 5-year-
old daughter, “Did you get everything you wanted
for Christmas?”

The girl paused and then answered, “No! It’s not
my birthday!”

Happy Birthday, Jesus!

The account of the candy cane’s origins circulates
every Christmas season and is more likely a fun
story than historical fact. No matter; tales often
contain truth. This tasty treat can convey important
elements of our Christian faith.

The stripes remind us of the heart of Christmas,
our Savior, Jesus: white for his purity;
red for his blood shed on the cross.
The candy cane resembles the
curved staffs of the shepherds —

the first people to visit the
Christ-Child and worship at

the manger. And when the
cane is turned upside down, it

becomes a letter J, for “Jesus.”

Indeed, Jesus turns our lives upside down and
inverts our presumptions: A poor baby born in a
stable becomes King of kings and Lord of lords;
enemies aren’t for hating but loving; blessings
aren’t for hoarding but sharing; the world works for
war, but Jesus calls us to live in peace; receiving is
better than giving; sinners are made saints; and
death is conquered as God grants us eternal life.

A Tale of the Candy Cane



Chapel News Page 4Chapel News Page 5

For those of you who may not already know, there is a Flower Chart
on the wall in the rear of the church. The chart is a year calendar,
which allows you to sign up to provide the Altar Flowers for any date.
This date can be a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or even
in remembrance of someone.
A donation of $20.00 is suggested, however, a donation of any
amount would be greatly appreciated. Please place your donation 
in an envelope with your name on it, labeled “Flowers” and put it in
the offering plate or mail it to the church office.
If you have received flowers, please return the cans, as we are 
running low. They can be dropped off in the church kitchen or
narthex. We need 1 quart yogurt containers, juice, and coffee cans,
with the lip, as the flowers do not fit.
If you have any questions, please see or contact Marge Tomaselli.

Doreen Galbraith
December 2

Nicole Young
December 3

Eleanora Frankle
December 5

Sue Ehlers
December 7

Paul Berinato
December 10

Adelaide Stock
December 11

Monika Chalmers
December 13

Edith Sachs
December 15

Kristin Lloyd
December 16

Charly Wells
December 17

Bill Tiedemann
December 20

Matthew Denicola
December 22

Rob Denicola
December 24

Lori Mercer 
December 24

Anna Kruk
December 27

Karin Carlough
December 31

Carly Ellingsen
December 31

December 1
10:30am

Lay Assistant 
Bob Denicola

Acolyte
Kristin Lloyd

Usher 
Barbara Frielink

Altar Guild
Lore Braun

December 15
10:30am

Lay Assistant 
Charly Wells

Acolyte
Jimmy Chalmers

Usher 
Ralph Braun

Altar Guild
Dolores Brickman

Lay Assistant/Acolyte/Usher/Altar Guild Schedule
December 8
10:30am

Lay Assistant 
Pam Sakala

Acolyte
Kristin Lloyd

Usher 
Bonna Kennedy and
Corinne Sakala

Altar Guild
Marge Tomaselli

December 22
10:30am

Lay Assistant 
Chris Nilsen

Acolyte
Gabi Denicola

Usher 
Wai Kai Soong

Altar Guild
Lore Braun

Christmas Eve
December 24

10:30pm
Lay Assistant 
Linda Siegrist

Acolyte
Sean Larkin

Usher 
Bill Jaichner and

Gina Lally

Altar Guild
All help

Christmas Eve
December 24

5:00pm
Lay Assistant 
Charly Wells

Acolyte
Emma Veleber

Usher 
Linda Comery

Altar Guild
All help

December 29
10:30am

Lay Assistant 
Marilee Kadonaga

Acolyte
Christina Chalmers

Usher 
Anna Kruk

Altar Guild
Lore Braun
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November 24, 2013 VOLUME 31 

The Sunday School Newsletter has Returned 
 

 The Sunday School newsletter was last published on Sept. 27, 

2009.  Our Sunday School classes have decided they wanted to 

resurrect it.  The new name will be “The Disciple Digest”, a monthly 

publication with all the students participating.  Please enjoy! 

Interview with Mrs. Charly Wells 
by Alexis Williams 

Q: Why do you like being a Sunday School teacher? 

A: I like being a Sunday School teacher because I like to see the 

excitement of people just learning about their faith and love of 

God. 

 

Q: What are some of your hobbies outside of church? 

A: I enjoy reading, gardening and cooking. 

 

Q: How many years have you been teaching Sunday School? 

A: I have taught the older class for 3 years. 

 

Q: What is your favorite thing to teach in Sunday School? 

A: How God is at work in our lives everyday and how scripture 

 applies  to everything. 

 

Q: What is your favorite thing about church? 

A: I like being a lay assistant and everything about communion. 

 The sermon on November 3,2013 was about the story of 

Zacchaeus was a little man and Zacchaeus was a rich man.  

 Nobody liked him very much, because he got rich taking 

money from other people and giving it to the Romans.  Some of 

the money he gave to the Romans, but lots of it he  kept for 

himself.  That’s how he got rich.  Zacchaeus was a sinner.  Then 

one day, in Jericho there were crowds of people surrounding Jesus.  

Every body wanted to see Jesus, even Zacchaeus.  The only 

trouble was Zacchaeus knew that he’d never be able to see over a 

great crown of people.  So he saw a tree and then ran on ahead and 

climbed up the tree.  Zacchaeus could see Jesus and Jesus could 

see him.  The Jesus went up to the tree and said to Zacchaeus, “I 

must stay at your house today.”  Jesus was going to be a guest at 

his house and what do you do when you are expecting company?  

You clean things up.  That’s what Zacchaeus did, only he cleaned 

himself up on the inside first.  Zacchaeus changed, because of 

Jesus, Jesus claimed him.  Jesus makes us saints, Zacchaeus turned 

into a saint because of Jesus. 

 I think that Pastor explained the sermon very well and clearly.  

One reason why I stated this is that Pastor used words that I 

understood, and translated passages that made sense.  Also Pastor 

said the sermon very slowly and understandable. 

Sermon Critique 
by:  Nicole Young 

Drawing of our Church 
by: Ean Ralston 
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Managing Editor:  Mrs. Pam Sakala and Mrs. Charly Wells 

Editorial Assistant:  Tanya Chalmers 

Layout, Design & Typing: Mrs. Terry Calise Bible Trivia Answers: 
 

1. false (Gen. 1:24 - 26) 

2. true (Gen. 2:7) 

3. true (Gen. 10, 14) 

4. false (Gen. 4:8 

5. true (Gen. 4:14 - 15) 

6. true (Gen. 3:21) 

7. false (Gen. 2:16 - 17) 

8. false! 

9. false (Gen. 4:25) 

10. true (Gen. 3:7) 

Youth Sunday 
 by: Emma Veleber 

 I like Youth Sunday a lot. It’s a chance for the kids in the church 

to participate in jobs that usually adults do.  Kids get to do readings 

and direct the service.  I think everyone enjoys it because we do 

really fun things like skits, songs, and other activities.  We also get to 

make the bulletins, and decide the theme of the service.  Overall, I 

think Youth Sunday is really fun and that we should keep doing it. 

Bible Trivia 
Selected by: Jonah Wells 

True or False 

 

1. Immediately after creating Adam, God created the cattle and 

beasts. 

2. A dam was formed from the dust on the ground. 

3. The river that watered Eden eventually became part of the 

headwaters of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 

4. After God showed favor for Cain’s offering instead of his, 

Abel murdered his brother. 

5. Even though a murder had been committed, God still provided 

some protection for the killer. 

6. The last thing God did for Adam and Eve before banishing 

them from Eden was provide garments for them. 

7. The Lord commanded Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil. 

8. God’s final judgment upon Adam’s family was tearing down 

the tree house Cain and Abel built in the tree of knowledge of 

good and evil. 

Letter to the Editor 
 by: Kristin Lloyd 

 Why when you’re in church you automatically look to God 

because you know that’s what’s right but when at home and in 

doubt, your first thought is not God? 

 

 When asked a question in church or in Sunday School I know 

the option and know the answer is looking to God, and I know 

that that is right, but when I am at home and something’s gone 

wrong, God is not first on my mind. 

ACROSS 

 

2 On the _____ day God created the earth 

4 The _____ was not beautiful like it is now. 

5 God called the dark _____ 

6 On the _____ day God created the sky 

 

DOWN 

 

1 God called the _____ day 

3 There was _____ everywhere 

    1    

   
2 

        

 
3 

       

4 
           

          

         

 
5 

          

         

 
6 

           

         

The Creation Crossword Puzzle 
Crossword Answers: 
 

ACROSS 
 

2 first 

4 earth 

5 night 

6 second 
 

DOWN 
 

1 light 

3 darkness 

Eat 

Ham 


